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roup of siege when enemy Sorces surround a town
or city in order {0 force it to surrender

artillery cannon and large guns

sacond Continental Congress Armerica’s
government during the Revolutionary War
L Continental Army America's Patriot army

during the Revolutionary War
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Thomas Paine political radical and the autnni
of Common Sense
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ihat declared American independence 110
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who wrote the Declaration of Independence
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ws who warned the colonists about the British plan

Nc one Kno
to march on Cancord. But suspicion has always falien on Mar-
ife of British General

ble Cage, the American-bormn wi
her husband's lofty | ASition as com-
¥

garet Kem
Thomas Gage. Despite
mander-in-chief of the British army 1n America, Margaret's
and and America.

loyalty remained 0D hetween Engl
Explaining her mined feehin
quoted Blanche from Shakespeare's play King fohn:

Assured oss,

— Margaret Kembie Gage, guoted in Paul Revare's Ride

gton and Concord, even Margaret's husband
plans. Fearing she might do the
Like many others, Margaret

After the British retreat at Lexin
suspected his wife had revealed the secret
same again, Gage sent his wife back to England.

Gage was forced to make difficult choices as the conflict began to spread.

The Siege of Bosion

WIESTEON What events led t0 the Battle of Bunker Hill?

Afe o . . . .

‘_\f.Le; the fighting at Lexington and Concord, British trooDs retreated to safety
-0 Boston. As General Gage considered his next move, over 15,000 militia-
men from ail over New England surrounded the town. Boston was now

Margaret Kemble Gage
by John Singleton Copley
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under siege—encircled by military forces deter-
mined to force the British to surrender.

2T
@ ClassZone.com

The Continental Army Is fgrmed In 1775,
Newrs of Lexington and Concord spread quickly through Boston stood at the tip of 3 long peninsula that
the colonies. Reports were carried by messengers on connected the town to the mainland. Because the
horseback before they appeared in the press. | town was almost completely surrounded by water,

R e it could not be attacked easily by land. However,
if the Americans succeeded in placing cannon on
the hills overlooking the bays that surrounded the
town, the British would be forced to surrender.

The Americans came up with a daring plan. They
would capture a British fort, far to the north, and
#  drag the fort's cannon back to Boston. On May
10, 1775, Americans attacked Britain’s Fort Ticon-
deroga on Lake Champlain. Ethan Allen led this
band of backwoods fighters known as the Green
Mountain Boys. They captured the tort and its large
supply of artillery, or cannon and laige guns.

On the same day as the artack on Fort Ticon-
3adays deroga, the Second Continental Congress began
5-6 days meeting in Philadelphia. This would be America’s
7-8 days government during the wat. Delegates included
john and Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, and Patrick Henry.
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i Revere's Ride, O. Fischat : They agreed to create a Continenial Army. George

; ; [ T Washi i as tr Virginia, was chosen
Connact Geography & History Nashington, who was from firginia, was chosel

Draw Conclusions How many miles could naws
spread in a two-day period? Ba

as its commanding general.

e of Bunker Hifl Meanwhile, tensions were

building in Boston in June 1775. ACIOSS the harbor
from Boston stood the town of Charlestown. Militiamen were positicned on
Bunker Hill and Breeds Hill, which rose above the town. They built fortifica-
tions on Breeds Hill. Alarmed, the British decided to attack.

General William Howe crossed the bay with 2,200 British soldiers. Bosto-
I nians watched in hotror as the British set fire to Charlestown. Then, march-
ing in ranks, the British dimbed Breeds Hill toward the American mititia. On
1 the hilltop, the militia waited. According to legend, Colonel William Prescott
i ordered, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes!” When the British
got close, the militia unleashed a bartage of fire. The British fell back and
then charged again. Eventually, they forced the militia off the hill.

The redcoats had won the Battle of Bunker Hill, but at tremendous cost.
More than 1,000 were killed or wounded, compared with some 200 miltitia
casuaities. “The loss we have sustained is greater than we can peai, wiole

Y,

General Gage. The inexpeiienced colonial militia had held its own against
the world’s most powerful army.

& e o
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2UEATS Describe the events that led to the Battle of Bunker Hill
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¥, HEY OUESTION Why were the British forced to leave Boston?

fn their coffee houses, inns, and taverns, cclonists discussed the deepening
crisis. Most colonists siill hoped for peace. Even some Patriot leaders still
considered themselves loyal subjects of the king. They blamed Parliament
 for the terrible events taking place.

The Olive Branch Petition In july 1775, moderates in Congress drafted
the Olive Branch Petition and sent it to London. This document asked the
king to restore harmony between Britain and the colonies. Some members
_opposed the petition but signed it anyway as a last hope.

The king rejected the petition, however, and announced new measures
to punish the colonies. He would use the British navy to block American
ships from leaving their ports. He would send thousands of hired German
soldiers io fight in America. "when once these rebels have felr a smart blow,
they will submit,” he declared.

The colonial forces were not going to hack down, though. They thought
 they were equal to the British tioops. George Washington knew otherwise.
~The British soldiers were professicnals, while the colonial troops had little
training -and were poortly equipped. The iassachusetts militia barely had
encugh gunpowder to fight one battle.

Wasi:

the militia camp near Boston. He immediately began to gather supplies and
train the army. In the fall, Washington approved a bold plan. Continental
Army troops would invade Quebec, in eastern Canada. They hoped to defeat
British forces there and draw Canadians into the Patriot cause. One of the
leaders of this expedition was Benedict Arnold. He was an officer who had
-,p_layed a role in the wictory at Fort Ticonderoga.

- After a grueling march across Maine, Arnold arrived at Quebec in Novem-
er 1775. Under harsh winter conditions, the Americans launched their
ttack but failed. After several months, they limped home in defeat.

con Artives During the sumrmer of 1775, Wwashington arrived at

,‘he British Retreat from Boston In Massachusetts, the Continental Army
ontinued its siege of Boston. The British lay trapped in the town, which
tood like an island protected by the surrounding waters of the bays. They
azed nervously across the bays to the opposite shores, where thousands of
rerican forces waited on the hills. g
Neither side was able or willing to break the standoff. However, help
t Washington was on the way. Cannon were being hauled from Fort
TI_FOnderoga. This was a difficult job, since there were no roads across the
$how-covered mountains. It took soldiers, under the leadership of American
.e_neral Henry Knox, two months to drag the 59 heavy weapons to Boston,
here they arrived in January 1776.

G \NflShngton positioned these cannon on Dorchester FHeights, over-
0oking Boston. The Americans, now in a position of power, threat-

Ned to bombard the city. General Howe, who was in charge of

The Road to Revolution

{below) This statue,
which stands in the
Boston Public Garden,
commemorates the day
Generat Washington
drove the British from
the city.
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the British forces, decided to withdraw his troops. On March 17, over 7,000
British soldiers departed Boston in more than 100 ships. Boston Patriots
joyfully reclaimed their city. Although the British had damaged homes and
destroyed possessions, Boston was still standing. The British would never
return.

Ay CAUSES AND EFFECTS Explain how the British were forced to leave Boston.

Rebellion Becomes Revolution
¥ KEY QUESTION What ideas can be found in the Declaration of Independence?

As the British evacuated Boston, Americans debated the crisis. Most
Americans hoped to avoid a final break with Britain. However, the
publication of a pamphlet titled Common Sense helped convince
many Americans that it was time to fight for independence.

Comimoen Sense Changes Minds Common Sense had been wriiten
by Thomas Paine, a recent immigrant from England. Paine was con-
sidered a political radical. He believed that all men, not just land-
owners, should have the right to vote. He also ridiculed the idea that
kings ruled by the will of God. Calling George U1 “the Royal Bruie,”
Paine argued that all monarchies were corrupt. He also disagreed with
the economic arguments for temaining with Britain. "Our corn,” he said,
“will fetch its price in any market in Europe.” He believed that America
should follow its own destiny.
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Common Sense wag an instant success. Published in January, it sold more

(above) political writer
Thomas Paine (below)
the pamgphlet, Common
Sense, that moved
many colonists toward
revolution

than 100,000 copies in three months. Americans were beginning to under-
stand that it was time to fight for independence.

A Time %ot Dacision The Continental Congress remained undecided. A
majority of the delegates did not support independence. Even so, in May

1776, Congress adopted a resolution authorizing each of the 13 colonies t0

! establish its own government.
On June 7, Richard Henry Lee of Viiginia introduced a key resclution.
It called the colonies “free and independent states” and declared that “ak

C

political connection between them and the state of Great Britain is . . . totally
dissolved.” Congress debated the resolution, but not all the del
ready (o vote on it

In the meantime, however, Congress appointed a committes to draft a
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Declaration of Independence The commitiee included Benjamin Franklin,
john Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert Livingston, and Thomas Jefferson.

The group chose Jefferson to compaose the Declaration. Two reasons for
selecting Jefferson were that he was an excellent writer and that he came
from Virginia. The members knew that nc independence movement could

succeed without Virginia's support.
 Jefferson immediately went to work. 11t two weeks, he had prepared most
-~ of the Declaration. (See pages 184-188.) On July 2, 1776, Congress consid-
ered Lee’s resolution again. Despite some opposition, the measure passed.
The colonies now considered themselves indepenident from Great Britain.

£ SR AR SR L B R Y

ING ™ Symbols of Freedom

EVOLUTIONARY FLAGS
During the Revolution, Patriot militiamen created elaborate flags to represent
‘their calony and military traditions. Often these flags were carried into battle.

Regiments frem South Carotina
adomed their flag with a
crescent. Another version had
the word "Liberty” stiiched in

the crescent.

This fag was cairied to
the Battle of Bunker Kili by
Massaciwiseits militiamein
in 1775, The Liberty Tree

~ represented freedom in
the colonies.

v %
2

TA—_— 3 This flag, created in 1775,
" R was adomed with the British
A ' Union, as well as 13 red and

white stripes.

is_ flag was carried to
3ston by Rhode lsland
Hitiamen in 1775.

This was the flag of Gadsden,
South Carolina's Continental
Navy. The snake was a
warning to those who would
tread on liberty,

13‘_'.\n;h.ite stars, a blue field,
ndr13.red and white stripes,

VCAL THESE G ) Create a flag that might have been carried in the
tlags include 3 G Make Inferences Why did some Revolution. Use symbols to represent your state
éz(ﬂl ‘ ”F U e. British symbols? What does that tell you ahout or hometown.

Onists’ desire for independence?
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Al regions and
groups

2 feared that British troops
might be used against
colonists

s syffered from tax
increases (Stamp Act
1765)

» were angered that
the right to tax had
been taken away from
cotonial assemblies
(Stamp Act 1765)

» syffered from duty on
imports (Sugar Act 1764,
Townshend Acts 1767)

182 Chapter G

Tha Declaration is Adopied Two days later, on July 4, 1776, Congress
adopted the document that proclaimed independence—the Declaration of
independence. John f{ancock, the president of the Congress, was the tirst
to sign the Declaration. According to tradition, he wrote in large letters and
commented, “There, | guess King George will be able to read that.” The core
idea of the Declaration is based on the philosophy of john Locke. This idea
is that people have natural and unalienable rights, or rights that government
cannot take away. Jefferson stated this belief in what was to become the
Declaration's best-known passage.

o the Essential Question

ihat drove the colonists 1o declare independence from
Great Britain?

Backcountry

» angered by Proclamation
of 1763, which restricted
movement west

» Plapters were andry
that the Proclamation
of 1763 restricted them
from speculating in land
beyend the Appalachian
Mountains.

interference in colonial
trade {Tea Act 1773).

 Some Scots-irish had
naver felt loyalty to
Britain.

« New England merchants
suffered from the Sugar
Act of 1764, which
raised duty on sugar

» New Yorkers were angry
they had to pay to house
troops in New York
{Quartering Act 1765)

SRITICAL THINKING Draw Conclusions What issues united the colgnists
against Great Britian?




hese truths to be self-evicent, that all men are createo egual,

¢zt they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
B

.+ 2mana these are Life, Liberty, and the pursult ot Happiness. & 4
S P
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——Thamas tefferson, The Naciaration of hdepengence

If a government disregards these rights, Jefferson explained, it loses its
right to govern. The people then have the right to abolish that government,
by force if necessary. They can form a new governiment that will protect their
rights. When jefferson spoke of "the people,” however, he meant only free,
white, landowning men. Womenn, the enslaved, and those without property
were left out of the Declaration.

The Declaration also explained the reasons for breaking with Britain.
it declared the colonies 10 be {ree and independent states. This was a very
serious action—-treason from the British point of view—and the delegates
Knew it. John Hancock urged the delegates 10 stand together in mutual
defense. He realized that if the war were lost, they might all be hanged.

The Declaration closed with this pledge: "And for the support of this Decla-
cation, with a firmn reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutu-

ally pledge 1o each other our Lives, our Forlunes, and our sacred Honor.”
sinericans had declared independence. Now they had to win their freedom
Ton the baitlefield.

an be found in the Dedlaiation i
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tndependence.
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TERRGS & HAMES KEY IDEAS

1. Explain the importance of 3. Make Inferences What forced the British to leave , ﬁ -
* Eihan Allen o Thomas Jefferson Boston? 1{:} ‘

~ = Continental Army o Thomas Paine 4. Analyze Primary Sources What does the ’t' _
Declaration of independence say about government 4

« Second Continental Congress
» Declaration of Independence

and the rights of the people?

CRITICAL THINKING
5. Draw Conclusions Why did it take the colonists so
long to declare independence?
6. Make Inferences Why do you think Common
Lexington S B t ! ) Sense was so popular?
ington © L " Batt :
and ;Unz;f 7. Sequence Events Why do you think miiitiamen
Lconcord . ‘ o surrounded the British in Boston?

'_U_SING YR READING MOTES

1 ?_Equence Events Complete the diagram that you \
Started at the beginning of this section.

5. @IFP Graph Research the population statistics
l of coonial Boston. Make a graph to show how the
| population of Boston changed during the Revolution.

The Road to Revolution 183




